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February 6, 1998

RECEIVED
EX PARTE

FEB - 6 1998

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Reply Comments of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial
Organizations in Support of GTE Service Corporation's Motion to Dismiss, CC
Docket No. 97-211.

Dear Sir,

In our above referenced filing, we inadvertently omitted the attached resolution of the
AFL-CIO Executive Council, referred to in the body of the comment. Enclosed please find an
original and 12 copies of that resolution. Please also find enclosed a disk with the complete
Comment in Word Perfect 5.1 format. Thank you for your assistance.
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Damon A. Silvers
Associate General Counsel
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In the Matter of

Worldcom, Inc. and MCI
Communications Corporation

)
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REPLY COMMENTS OF
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND
CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS

IN SUPPORT OF GTE SERVICE CORPORATION'S MOTION TO DISMISS

815 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

February 5, 1998



AFL-cro Executive Council
January 30, 1998

Statement

PROPOSED WORLDCOM-MCI MERGER

The proposed acquisition ofMCI by WorldCom will create a new $40 billion monopoly
in the communications industry and the potential for serious problems for residential and small
business consumers and workers in the telecommunications industry,

WorldCom has already demonstrated a disregard for the importance of providing
telecommunications services to homes and smaller businesses. This company has actively
campaigned against requirements that firms of its type provide "universal service" - the
program that guarantees every community local telephone services at reasonable rates. This
poses a particularly dangerous threat to low-income neighborhoods whose access to affordable
communications could be seriously diminished.

If it proceeds, this acquisition would merge the second and fourth largest companies in
the long-distance telephone service industry, significantly consolidating the long-distance market.

The deal would decrease facilities-based investment, reducing local network development
and cutting consumer options.

A WorldCom/MCI merger would result in the company controlling more than 50 percent
of the Internet backbone, creating the potential higher prices and discriminatory access policies
that could curtail consumers' access and use of this growing and global communications link.

Clearly, this merger would violate the pro-competitive intent of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996.

The combination of these two companies would potentially cut job growth in the
telecommunications industry by more than 75,000 jobs over the next four years. Meanwhile,
WorldCom/MCI senior executives would reap more than $320 million in bonuses.

Based on the potential for major negative impacts on consumers, telecommunications
workers and their families, the AFL-CIO opposes the proposed merger of WorldCom and MCI.

We will speak up vigorously in opposition to this damaging and harmful merger in our
communications with Congress and before all appropriate federal and state government
departments, agencies and commissions.
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Attachment A

DOCUMENT OFF-LINE

This page has been substituted for one of the following:

o An oversize page or document (such as a map) which was too large to be scanned
into the RIPS system.

o Microfilm, microform, certain photographs or videotape.

~ther materials which, for one reason or another, could not be scanned into
the RIPS system.

The actual document, pagels) or materials may be reviewed by contacting an Information
Technician. Please note the applicable docket or rulemaking number, document type and
any other relevant information about the document in order to ensure speedy retrieval
by the Information Technician.


